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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">One of the most Important functions of Gompers<BR>has been that of national lobbyist for the Feder- <BR>ation. He was one of the earliest champions of<BR>the eight-hour day and the Saturday half-holiday.<BR>He lias energetically espoused Federal child labor<BR>legislation, the restriction of immigration, alien<BR>contract labor laws, and employers' liability laws.<BR>He advocated the creation of a Federal Depart- <BR>ment of Labor which has recently developed into a<BR>cabinet secretariat. His legal <I>bete noire, </I>however<SUB>s<BR></SUB>was the Sherman Anti-Trust Law as applied to la- <BR>bor unions. For many years he fought vehement- <BR>ly for an amending act exempting the laboring class<BR>from the rigors of that famous statute. Presi- <BR>dent Roosevelt with characteristic candor told a<BR>delegation of Federation officials who called on<BR>him to enlist his sympathy in their attempt, that<BR>he would enforce the law impartially against law- <BR>breakers, rich and poor alike. Roosevelt recom- <BR>mended to Congress the passage of an amendment<BR>exempting \"combinations existing for and engaged<BR>in the promotion of innocent and proper pur- <BR>poses.\" An exempting bill was passed by Con- <BR>gress but was vetoed by President Taft on the<BR>ground that it was class legislation. Finally, during<BR>President Wilson's administration, the Federation</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">One of the most Important functions of Gompers<BR>has been that of national lobbyist for the Feder- <BR>ation. He was one of the earliest champions of<BR>the eight-hour day and the Saturday half-holiday.<BR>He lias energetically espoused Federal child labor<BR>legislation, the restriction of immigration, alien<BR>contract labor laws, and employers' liability laws.<BR>He advocated the creation of a Federal Depart- <BR>ment of Labor which has recently developed into a<BR>cabinet secretariat. His legal <I>bete noire, </I>however<SUB>s<BR></SUB>was the Sherman Anti-Trust Law as applied to la- <BR>bor unions. For many years he fought vehement- <BR>ly for an amending act exempting the laboring class<BR>from the rigors of that famous statute. Presi- <BR>dent Roosevelt with characteristic candor told a<BR>delegation of Federation officials who called on<BR>him to enlist his sympathy in their attempt, that<BR>he would enforce the law impartially against law- <BR>breakers, rich and poor alike. Roosevelt recom- <BR>mended to Congress the passage of an amendment<BR>exempting \"combinations existing for and engaged<BR>in the promotion of innocent and proper pur- <BR>poses.\" An exempting bill was passed by Con- <BR>gress but was vetoed by President Taft on the<BR>ground that it was class legislation. Finally, during<BR>President Wilson's administration, the Federation</SPAN><BR>\
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